Minneapolis DFL 5th Ward Convention

Convention Minutes

March 28th, 2009
Call to Order

State Representative Bobby Joe Champion called the Minneapolis DFL 5th Ward Convention to order at 10:00 a.m. on March 28th in North Commons Park.

Credentials Committee Report

 Jackie Cherryhomes reported that as of 10:00 a.m. there were 107 delegates and 8 alternates registered.

Rules Committee Report

Rules Committee Chairman, F. Clayton Tyler gave the committee’s report. It was moved and seconded to adopt the rules committee report. Motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.

It was moved and seconded to adopt the agenda. Motion passed on a unanimous voice vote.

Election of Convention Chair

Brian Bushay read the Affirmative Action Statement at 10:10 a.m. and opened nominations for permanent Convention Chair. Brian Bushay nominated Bobby Joe Champion. Nomination was seconded from the floor. No other names were placed in nomination and Bobby Joe Champion was elected as Convention Chair by a unanimous voice vote. The Chair appointed these people to following positions: Secretary: Caroline Duffy; Parliamentarian: Brian Bushay; Head Tellers: Tim Bonham and Andy Hauer; Head Sergeant at Arms: Megan Thomas.
The Credentials Committee’s second report

 Jerry Moore reported that as of 10:15 there were 124 delegates and 8 alternates registered at the convention. He also reported that prior to the convention there had been 19 challenges. Most of these challenges resulted from people caucusing in the wrong precinct or ward. Those challenges were resolved by moving the challenged delegates to the correct precinct in the correct ward as the last alternate.

One challenge resulted from an address challenge. The delegate elected was believed not to reside at the address given. Mr. Moore made a motion on behalf of the committee that this delegate not be seated unless they could provide proof of residency. The motion was seconded and passed on a voice vote.

Endorsement of Candidate for City Council

 At 10:30 nominations for 5th Ward City Council Member were opened. Serita Turner from 5-2 nominated Don Samuels, and Mike Fedor from 5-1 nominated Kenya McKnight. The speaking order of the candidates and their supporters was determined by lot. Mr. Samuels went first.

At 11:10 a.m. the Credentials Committee reported that there now were 139 delegates and upgraded alternates. The Affirmative Action reminder was read and delegation chairs came forward to collect ballots for their precincts. At 11:22 a.m. Head Tellers, tellers, and representatives from the campaigns left to count ballots. During the counting of ballots the convention was

addressed by candidates running for other offices. The results of the first ballot, reported at 11:35, were as follows: Don Samuels 56.8%, Kenya McKnight 40.3%, and No Endorsement 2.9%.

In accordance with the convention rules Vusi Zulu, 5-4, made a motion that the candidates have a question and answer period of not more than 30 minutes. Motion was seconded and 
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passed on voice vote. A motion was made for each candidate to have up to 2 minutes to answer each question and for responses to alternate between candidates. Motion was seconded and passed on a voice vote. The question and answer period concluded at 12:20. 

The Credentials Committee reported that there were 142 delegates and upgraded alternates registered. The Affirmative Action reminder was read and delegation chairs collected ballots.

The results of the second ballot, reported at 12:40, were as follows: Don Samuels 59.4%, Kenya McKnight 39.1%, and No Endorsement 1.4%.

At 12:45 the Credentials Committee reported that there were 142 delegates and upgraded alternates registered. The Affirmative Action reminder was read and delegation chairs collected ballots. The results of the third ballot, reported at 1:03, were as follows: Don Samuels 61.9%, and Kenya McKnight 39.1%. Both candidates then addressed the convention.

Election of delegates to the City Pre-Convention Committees

The Chair read the Affirmative Action reminder and nominations were opened.

Arrangements: John Schram and Ms. Jackson were nominated. After adoption of a motion for suspension of the rules for separate ballots, they were elected by unanimous voice vote

Credentials: Dan Mace, Alana Ramadanm, and Helen Williams were nominated. Mr. Mace was elected on a voice vote. Helen Williams and Alana Ramadanm each received 30 votes. The tie was decided by the flip of a coin and Helen Williams was elected.

Nominations:
Nada Jones, Linda Peterson, and Hillary Thomas were nominated.
Mr. Thomas was elected by voice vote. Nada Jones was elected by a vote of 27 to 22.

Rules:
Michael Guest, Serita Turner, and Alana Ramadanm were nominated. Mr. Guest was elected on a voice vote. Serita Turner was elected by a vote of 32 to 27

Election of Ward Coordinators

Antoine Floyd, Brian Bushay, and Judy Baker were nominated for coordinator. Judy Baker was elected on a voice vote. Brian Bushay was elected on a divided vote.

Antoine Floyd and Michael Brown were nominated for male alternate coordinator. Antoine Floyd was elected 24 to 20. Monica Mayberry and Megan Goodmanson were nominated for female alternate. Megan Goodmanson was elected on a divided vote.

Election to City Party Constitution Commission

Michael Brown and Angela Hopkins were nominated. Caroline Duffy made a motion that the highest vote getter is the delegate and the other nominee is the alternate. The motion passed on a voice vote. Michael Brown received 20 votes to become the delegate and Angela Hopkins received 14 votes to be come the alternate

A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the convention at 1:58 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Caroline Duffy, 5-1

Convention Secretary

