Precinct caucuses: 2006
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Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party of Minnesota

Minneapolis Organization

Precinct Caucuses

Tuesday 3 March 2009

7:00 p.m.
Contact your Ward Coordinator well in advance of caucus night if you have any questions. 
Checklist

1. This annotated agenda

2. Registration cards

3. Precinct Caucus Report
4. The State DFL Constitution & Bylaws
5. The 2008–2009 Official Call
6. The Minneapolis DFL Party’s constitution & bylaws
7. Precinct map

8. Schedule of caucus locations

9. Time and place of ward convention 
10. Pens

11. Paper for ballots

12. Nametags?

13. Bag for collection donations

Agenda

1. Registration
6:30 p.m.

· One registers for the caucus by signing and handing in the registration card.

· Please fill out a registration card for anyone who is absent but has sent a letter expressing an interest in becoming a delegate.

2. Call to Order
7:00 p.m.

3. Orientation on caucus business

4. Read the DFL Affirmation Statement

· The statement appears on each registration card: “By registering, I affirm that the following statements are true:

· I currently reside in this precinct.

· A citizen who will reside in the precinct on November 3, 2009, is also eligible.

· I will be eligible to vote on Nov. 8, 2005.

· I consider myself a member of the DFL Party, and I am not an active member of any other political party.

· I agree with the principles of the DFL Party Constitution & Bylaws.”

5. Read the Affirmative Action Statement

· The statement appears in the Official Call at page 2: 
“The goal of affirmative action is to recruit individuals for political activity in the DFL and the Democratic process of our government. The DFL is an active participant in the struggle to end all forms of bigotry and discrimination. As part of our commitment to ending discrimination, we seek to increase the participation of members of those communities that have been traditionally shut out of and/or underrepresented in the political process. As part of this commitment, we will seek to elect members of these communities to positions both within the DFL Party and in public office. These ef​forts will be directed toward all underrepresented communities.”
6. Elect a caucus chair, who chairs the caucus from this point forward.

7. Pass the hat.

· We need your help paying for these caucuses and conventions, and for the coordinated campaign for the candidates that they endorse. Under the Minnesota Political Contribution Refund program, you can make political contributions up to $50 (or $100 per couple) per year, and you will be fully reimbursed from the program in a few weeks. To contribute to the City Party, please make your check payable to the “Minneapolis DFL Party,” or include your address with your cash contribution. We will send you a receipt, and a simple form for claiming your reimbursement.

8. Elect or appoint at least two tellers.

9. Appoint a secretary.

10. Resolve any challenges. (See Official Call, p. 3.)

11. Elect delegates and alternates to the ward convention.
Record these on the Precinct Caucus Report.


· The caucus will elect delegates and alternates to the upcoming ward conventions and the city convention. These delegates and alternates are only for the ward conventions. Separate elections will be held for the city convention. 
· Take nominations for ward convention delegate and alternate positions.
· Place in nomination for anyone who is absent but has sent a letter expressing an interest in becoming a delegate. These members are eligible for election on the same basis as anyone who is present.

· Start by reading the Affirmative Action Reminder: “As you vote, remember that the DFL encourages those who are underrepresented to participate in DFL Party activities. Now is the time to empower those with less opportunity.”

· The caucus can elect only as many delegates and alternates as it is entitled to. Please check the Precinct Caucus Report, and do not list more delegates and alternates that the caucus is entitled to elect.

· Each delegate elected must have submitted a registration card.

· For more detail about procedure, please see the Official Call, p. 4.

· The caucus must use proportional representation if a sufficient minority so demands. See the Official Call, p. 4.

· If the caucus does use proportional representation, please see the Official Call, p. 5.
12. Elect delegates and alternates to the city convention.
Record these on the Precinct Caucus Report.
· Use the same procedure as that for the ward conventions listed above. These delegates and alternates also serve as delegates and alternates to the park district conventions.

13. Collect all registration cards and complete the delegate-election roster.

14. Elect two delegates to each pre-convention committee for the Ward Convention:
Record these on the Precinct Caucus Report.
· Arrangements

· Credentials

· Nominations

· Rules

15. Notices and announcements

· Ward convention: Give notice of the ward convention.
If your ward has prepared calls to the convention, distribute those to the delegates and alternates elected by the caucus.
· City Convention: Give notice of the City Convention: Saturday 16 May 2009, Washburn High School.
Provide a copy of the Minneapolis DFL Party’s Official Call
· Ward pre-convention committees: 
Your ward should have information about the initial meeting of each committee. Distribute this information to all delegates elected by the caucus.
16. Pass the hat again.

17. Other business

· The caucus may, but need not, consider resolutions and other business.

· A resolution should concern a major Minneapolis-specific issue not contained in the State Platform.

· These precinct caucuses are City-only caucuses in Minneapolis, so there is no process for forwarding a resolution beyond the precinct level. The State Platform will be set through the regular statewide biennial caucuses in 2010. The City Party does not have a separate platform.
· A resolution is also in order at a ward convention or the City Convention, if that convention entertains resolutions, whether or not the resolution was adopted at the precinct level. A resolution can be considered for the first time at a ward convention or at the City Convention even if it was not adopted at a precinct caucus. On the other hand, a resolution that a precinct caucus adopts will not necessarily be considered at any higher-level convention, unless it is reintroduced at that convention and the convention entertains it.

· The caucus can adjourn at any time after electing its delegates and alternates, even while a resolution is under consideration.

18. Adjournment

· The caucus can adjourn at any time after electing its delegates and alternates, even while a resolution is under consideration.

19. Deliver the registration cards and Precinct Caucus Report to your Ward Coordinators, or their designee arranged before caucus night.
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